' 


It being a Tri ip nowly taken tothe ee 
t 


.- LONDON, Printed and Sold by the bell in. 


. 
- 4 - 7 
4 = = * 
* j 5 0 +. _ = = 
Tree - . . C 3 * 1 
0 . 5 
0 a cd nd = : 2” — 
: q = bw 4 » 
= = \ K 4 
= * * — Ll , 4 


' OPPRESSED. . 


W Submitted to the Serious - Cmfulraim | 
OF THE - 8 


HONOURABLE THE 


1 1 of COMMONS: 


OR- 


The very H ard Caſe of Infoivent and other 


Miſerable Debtors ſet forth in their proper 
Colours; whereby the Nation may ſee it is: 


every Man's Concern to prevent. this Grand: 
Grievance in England, | 


8 the Flet,. 
and to all the Prifons within the Weekly Bills of Mortality, 
ſetting forth the Barbarous V illanies of Bumbs, Goalers, 
Judges Clarks, SS SG G. 
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HE Glory) — baden . our Laws duly; Adminiſtred, 
„ Which wou'd' preſerve: every Man's Right: and Property; 
0 0 but alas, amidſt a cruel, bloody, and — People en- 
clin'd to Diſcord: and lorc)rgiop, how hardly is the — 
irarion;of Juſtice duly performed. 1 oo ood eo | 
Which ſaid Grievance. the beit and loses of. Queens by bes 
Chancellor not long ago) ind aty/ therefore, witli the humbleſt 
of ſubmiſſion the Author of theſe Lines begs pardon, ſinde he eannot 
forbea (bei — — Britain Born) to complain to the Repreſen- 
tatives of m; That to his own knowledge, many 
Gentlemen, and: — are frequently. murthered and opfretz U con. 
tinualy, contrary to all Laws of Nations, and more particuldrly, agaiaſt 
Magns C hurra; and we above all Poople. ee the moſt Inhumana | 
Practices of barbarous Nations, +> J doin — 
Ando that more particularly by Marſhals, Wardens, and other Goal- 
ers eſpecially in that part of Great Britain call'd O EAN. theres! 
fore as a Service to his Country, his Duty to his Gracious Sovereign, 
and: in juſtice to all Creditors, as well as Compaſſiou to all miſerable 
and inſolvent Debtors, he begs leave to repreſent, (and your Patience 
maturely to read) the Wr and N N en of ow 
&. as follows. 
In the fitſt place, it is evident that many Thouſand Debtors are 
turn d over and cotnmitted to the Queen's Bench and Fleet; nor can 
it be denyed, but that many of them are very ill Men, and have ef- 
fects to Anſwer in part their Creditors Demands, which no doubt is 
what the Debtors, hen firſt in erduble, deſign to ſecure to their own f 
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To which I anſwer, that abundance of Debtors have gone to theſe 
Priſons, thinking to move the Compaſſion of their Creditors, and ef. 


pecially to accept the utmoſt ſatisfadion they were capable to make 
— back found the ſeverity of the — 2 — 
were they then fond of Liberty (as indeed every Creature naturally is, 
but eſpecially Man) that I may reaſonably demand, what greater Bleſ- 
ing Heaven only excepted) can we ask or demand. 4 
But this dearly beloved Liberty, being dearly purchaſed, or he: 
of the Goafer, proves generally the utter Ruin of the miſerable Deb. 
tor, and wholly prevents the deſigned end of the ſevere and proſecu- 
ting Creditor ; for when once a Man comes under a Goalers Arbitrary 
Power, he is ſurely loſt for ever to all intents and purpoſes, for a 
Thouſand ways thoſe mercileſs Exacters find to glean, 'and Cuſt; 
him all he had thoughts of ſaving from his ohdurate Creditors. : 
Every one knows Serjeants and Bayliffs are rude and mercinary, Tip- 
ſtaffs are Brothers alike in Iniquity, Lawyers like. Taylers inoreaſe their 
Bills, the Judges Clerks are ſo Charitable to the Poor, that they abate! 
nothing of their Fees; Turn- keys, Marſhalls, Wardens and Gonlbers, 
ſweep all ſo clean; that nothing, nay hardly not a Fragment temains 
to che gleaned from the poor Debtor after tibe. 1% 
Perhaps, ſome will ask how this can be ? and to inforce their Ar- 
gument urge, why has the Wiſdom of our Law- makers granted 
ules to the Queen's- Bench and Fleet, and left it to the Cate of the 
Marſhal, c. to diſpoſe of then imme abeordimg to his: Diſeretion, or 
Security and Inteteſt, and eſpecially not to take all from the Priſoner. 
To which I anſwer, that the Charity and good Deſiga of thoſe 
Laws are worth the higheſt Commendation, - but the Intent of this 
Paper, is to ſhew what partial horrid things are done and commit- - 
ted contrary to the good Laws in being, and give me leave ta ſet 
down ſome of the greateſt Abuſes crept in upon them, Which 1 
aſſure you are of ſo black a Die, as may very well deſcrve the cu - 
rious Conſideration of a wiſe, impartial, and examining Parliament. 
Firſt with humble Submiſſion, if they pleaſe to enquire, it will be 
very proper for them to examin the Judges and ather Office Books 
that are kept in the Templ:, how many thduſand Priſoners are com- 
mitted yearly to Goal, to the Queen's-Beach, Fleet, and all other 
Priſons for Debt. 7E Ts 
2ly, What Number are lawfully diſcharged annually. 
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gly, That the Martial, Warden, &. be required to produce all ſuch 
Priſoners as are not lawfully: releaſed. n. 
This Author does Jaffirm of his own Knowledge. and f 
and dares take moſt of the Creditors, in Great Britain to vouch wirke 
him, that the Marſhal, Warden, &c. 'canrjot produce one Priſoner; 
no not one out of Fifty, but either is in Execution, or otherwriſe 
who to be in their Rules, or Cuſtody. x.. 
This may ſeem ſtrange, but it is true, and the/Reaſon; you have 
had briefly before, the Goalers are avaritious without end, and as long 
as the Priſoner has a Bed or a Bolſter, nay a Coat, or any thing he 
can, make a Crown of leſt, ſo far extends the mereinary . | ob 
the Keeper, or Maſter, of the Priſon s and thus is the Priſoner: forced 
to part with his All tor the ſake of Liberty (a Word that huis coſt 
many Millions of Mony, and a Hundred Thouſand Lives buryed in 
Sea of Blood to defen the ſame. = | (122 FE « {4 
And as all, things are nothing compared to Freedom, | eſpecially: 
conſidering what Horror it is to be lock'd up, when a. Man is ſihipt 
of all, when Friends have fotſaken him (the common Conſequenee' 


of but a ſhort Ipriſonment) and for want of Money to be lodgd 
in a Chamber with Ten, ſometimes Twelve or more, without any 


thing to lay a wearied Head and empty Body on, (but the bare. Board); 
and there to be kept Week after Week, nay, Month after Month, 
until at length, by being ſtarved, the unhappy Wretch falls into Con- 
rulfions: in bis Bowels, or ſome other ſad effects of Penury and Want, 
@ miſcrably Expires, over- ſpread with. Vermin, unlamented, unleſs 
by poor Relations who cannot help, and which is worſe, in the 
Pucens Bench: no Spiritual help is afforded, neither Chappel nor Chap- 
Wain are in uſe, unleſs, for baſe Marriages, | altho? it is the Queens 
Hon belonging to ſo High a Court, and under the care of the beſt 
f udges, . Fo» +; 244 7 by * I Man v8 
My fal Words I wou d recal, did I not believe, ray, know the 
urrent of Juſtice is purely ſtopp'd by the Corruption of Clerks, the 
ribes of Goalers, to thoſe falſe Servants who intercept, almoſt every 
detition or Letter, &c. which come from Oppreſſed Priſoners, inten- 
ionally for their Sage Maſters, who ſeldom or never ſee them. 
A Man that ſees a Marſhal, or a Warden, practice (eſpecially) of 


r any Tyrank, that ever yet was Recorded for Inhumanity , or the 
ileſt Oppreſſion ; nor do thoſe ſort of Cattle want their Emiſſaries, 
R . c to 


te, wou'd think them profound for cruel Miſchief! than Aachiavil, 
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ng or bens, whateper -uport- occaſion maß ſerve a tuts 70 eruſh 
and harald pew 2 of 2 d ee 7 
be be daily viſibly, a: murchering! by! uilawful-Ltage,” as Kerwe for 
want u Charice: (aher comrary to the Laws of the Land and the 
Bene volences of well di ſpoſed Chriſtians) is kept from them, whilft 
the Gnhler and his Creatures as Steward Turn-keys, &. in Niottinę 
and Drunkenneſs voluptubuſly contume what ſhou'd, according®to' 
true Deſigu of the Donor, preſerve! alive the unhappy Debtor, un: 
happy ay in all Reſpects. 90 06 097709 3 eat Hole J beff 
Firſt by incenſed Creditors, and ſecondly by the unhuman Ufage 
of the Goalers, Who, in a word, keep none confined, but fuch'as 
have not Money to purchaſe Liberty. (23 
144 theſe things were duly examined -by rhoſe in Autklority, t 
doubt not but 4 proper Remedy-w6n'd be found our to redteſs che 
great Abuſes which tend to the Prejudice” of the Queen's Strengrtr 
and Power, who every Year loſes many Subjects, that dreading rhe 
whom he can no longer bribe, as much ot more than He does 
his Creditor whom he cannot pay, is forced to leave s- Nati er 


Ountry, his Family, and in # ſtrange Land to go to get à littſe 


Bread, and cares not to grown under ſuch cruel and unlawfut Op- 
„as is no where to be found but in Great Britain. 


This hard Caſe, The Truth of ' which may very eafily be proved 


by many ſad ſuffering'Wretches- almoſt in every Priſon throughout 
England, to the unhappy Reproach of our Holy Religion, and the ten- 
der Regard, hich ſurely is due for the maintaining the Right and 
Privilege of every the meaneſt Subject. W ene 

The Author may, as others have been, perhaps cruelly ufed and 


murthered for the publiſbing this brief Narrative, therefore craves. 
leave to mention one Grievance more, which' has fo often coveret 


the worſt Cruelty of Goalers, which is, that lately when Priſoners 
have been ſtarved or murthered, for both have happened in their 
turns, the Priſoner has been ſecretly buried by the Keepers Order 


(notwithſtanding they were charged and in Execution) without the | 


Coroners Iaqueſt (or 's Jury to examin) How they came by their 
Death, as the known” Laws of this Lind ſtrictly enjoyns under ſevere 
Penalties 3 and no regard is taken to redreſs this Evil by ſome pro- 
per Perſons to whom Complaint has been mide. oe fu. 

Anda it may be ſadly, alcho* humbly conceived, that if a ſpeedy 
Remedy be not applied to this Diſcale, the Practice may 'increafe, and 
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be fatal to the Lives 232 to ſome who now have a 
great deal in their Power towards the regulating ſuch horrid A buſes, 
but by unforeſeen Misfortunes, which attends Men-of all Ranks and 
Degrees, may be expoſed to the ſame (ad Fate; for what's unlaw- 
fully to be done in the Fleet or Queen's-Bench, may by the ſame 
Stretch of a bad Man's Conſcience, be committed in the Tower or 
any Goal of Great Britain. 1 

Let every Mans Reaſon Judge, if theſe things are not his own 
Concern, being an Evil that no Man can be ſurely exempted from, 
but by the extraordinary Care and Vigilance of thoſe in Authority, 
whom God preſerve. 


FINIS 
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5 ADVERTISEMENT. 
Second Part of this Paper ſhewing the: 


A particular Abuſes of Goalers, in Reſ- 
pe& to both Debtor and Creditor, will be 
ſpeedily Publiſhed for the Publick Good. 
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